
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The learned authority of the holy Fathers decreed that in the Offices of di-
vine praise, which ought to be exercised in a tribute of homage, the mind of all 
ought to be alert, speech ought not falter, and the modest gravity of those sing-
ing psalms ought to render chant with mild modulation. For sweet in their 
mouths resonated the sound.1 Wholly sweet of course in the mouth of those 
singing psalms resonates the sound, when they receive God in the heart while 
they speak with words, and likewise when they enkindle devotion in Him with 
chant. Thence, indeed, the singing of the psalms in the churches of God is pre-
scribed, that the devotion of the faithful may be roused; in this, the nocturnal 
and diurnal Office and the Sacrifice of the Mass are sung by clergy and people 
with perfect melody and distinct tonality, so that they may be honoured by the 
same distinction and rejoice in the same perfection. 
 But some disciples of a new school, while they apply themselves to measur-
ing time, they attempt to invent their own melodies with new notes instead of 
choosing to sing the ancient ones, ecclesiastical canticles are sung in semi-
breves and minims, are riddled with grace notes. For they sunder the melodies 
with hockets, loosen them with descants, trample them sometimes with three-
part polyphonies and motets in the vernacular to such a degree that, now and 
then, they despise the fundamentals of the Antiphonary and the Gradual, ignore 
the foundation upon which they are building, disregard the modes, which they 
do not reckon, but which rather they confuse, when, owing to the multitude of 
these very notes, the modest ascents and the moderate descents of plainchant, 
by which the modes themselves are distinguished from one another, are obfus-
cated. For they run, and they rest not; they fill their ears with impertinence, and 
they relieve them not; they imitate with gestures that which they have mus-
tered, by which gestures devotion that is to be desired is contemned, and lasciv-
iousness that is to be shunned is made manifest. Boethius himself certainly has 
not spoken in vain: A lascivious mind takes pleasure in the more lascivious 
modes or is often softened and moved upon hearing them.2 
 This, therefore, not long since, We and Our Brethren have perceived to re-
quire correction; this We have hastened to remove, nay to absolutely cast away, 
and to more efficaciously overthrow from the very Church of God. 
 Wherefore, from the counsel of the same Brethren, We strictly prescribe that 
nobody hereafter undertake to attempt such or similar to these in said Offices, 
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especially in the canonical Hours, or when the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is cel-
ebrated. Whosoever indeed would carry out the contrary shall by punished by 
authority of this Canon with suspension from office for eight days by the Ordi-
naries of the places where the misdeeds have been committed, or by those to be 
deputised by the same Ordinaries with respect to non-exempt persons, or by 
their own Superiors and Prelates with respect to exempt persons, to whom at 
another time the correction and punishment of faults and excesses of this or of 
similar wise is discerned to pertain, or by those to be deputised by the same Su-
periors and Prelates. 
 By this, however, We do not intend to forbid it that occasionally, chiefly on 
feast days, or in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and in the aforementioned Di-
vine Offices, some harmonisations which emphasise the melody, such as oc-
taves, fifths, fourths, and the like, are produced upon the simple ecclesiastical 
chant, but nevertheless in such a way that the integrity of the chant itself re-
mains unmarred, and nothing from this with respect to the correct rhythm of 
the music is altered, especially when such harmonisations caress the hearing, 
arouse devotion, and prevent the souls of those singing psalms to God from be-
coming listless. 
 Done and given in Avignon on the ninth year of Our Pontificate.3 
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