
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 From the very first instance when We were elevated to the pinnacle of 
Apostleship, We gladly turned our mind and energies and directed all our 
thoughts to those matters which concerned the preservation of a pure liturgy, 
and We strove, with the help of God, by every means in our power, to accom-
plish this purpose. 
 1.  For, besides other decrees of the sacred Council of Trent, there were stip-
ulations for Us to revise and re-edit the sacred books: the Catechism, the Missal 
and the Breviary. With the Catechism published for the instruction of the faith-
ful, with the favour of God Himself, and the Breviary thoroughly revised for the 
worthy praise of God, in order that the Missal and Breviary may be in perfect 
harmony, as fitting and proper—for it is most becoming that there be in the 
Church only one appropriate manner of reciting the Psalms and only one rite 
for the celebration of Mass—it already seemed necessary that We should pon-
der as soon as possible upon what remained to be done in this regard, that is, of 
course, concerning the Missal that is to be reedited. 
 2.  Wherefore, We have caused this work to be entrusted to learned men of 
Our selection: Who, indeed, having very carefully collated everything with the 
ancient codices in Our Vatican Library and with other reliable, emended, and 
incorrupt codices from elsewhere; as well as having consulted the writings of 
ancient and approved authors, who bequeathed Us monumental works con-
cerning the institution of these very rites, have restored the Missal itself to the 
original form and rite of the holy Fathers. This work, already recognised and 
corrected, having employed mature consideration, that, of this instituted and 
commenced labour, all might enjoy the fruits, We commanded to be printed 
and thus printed be promulgated as soon as possible in Rome: certainly, that 
priests may understand which prayers to use, which rites and which ceremo-
nies in the celebration of the Mass they ought to retain hereafter. 
 3.  That all embrace and observe those handed down by the Holy Roman 
Church, Mother and Mistress of other churches, that, henceforth unto the ever-
lasting times to come, in all Patriarchal Churches, Cathedral Churches, Colle-
giate Churches, and Parish Churches (secular and regular of any Order, Monas-
tery, both of men and women, as well as of soldiers; and Churches and Chapels 
with no care of souls) of the provinces of the Christian world, in which the con-
ventual Mass, sung aloud with Choir or recited in private, is accustomed or 
ought to be celebrated according to the rite of the Roman Church, in no other 
way than the one according to the formula of the Missal published by Us, it is 
sung or recited, even though these same Church, exempt in whichever way, be 
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protected by an indult of the Apostolic See, a custom, a privilege, even an oath, 
an Apostolic confirmation, or whatever other faculties; unless from the first in-
stitution approved by the Apostolic See, or the custom, which, or the institution 
itself has been uninterruptedly observed for more than two hundred years of 
celebrating Masses in these very Churches; as in no way are We withdrawing 
from them the aforesaid manner or custom of celebration; so We also permit 
that, if this Missal, which We have now taken care to be brought to light, should 
be more pleasing to them, by consent of the Bishop or the Prelate and of the en-
tire Chapter, all things to the contrary notwithstanding, they celebrate Mass ac-
cording to said Missal; in removing indeed from all other aforementioned 
Churches the use of their own Missals, and in absolutely and completely reject-
ing them, and in decreeing that nothing be added, removed or changed from 
this Our recently published Missal, under pain of Our indignation, We establish 
and ordain (all the aforementioned) by this Our constitution which shall be for-
ever valid. 
 4.  Commanding and strictly ordering, by virtue of holy obedience, each and 
every Patriarch, Administrator, and other persons illustrious with whatsoever 
ecclesiastical dignity, of the aforesaid Churches, even though they be Cardinals 
of the Holy Roman Church, or in possession of whatever other rank and pre-
eminence, that, having absolutely omitted forever and plainly rejected all other 
reckonings and rites from other Missals (however ancient, up until now in the 
custom of being followed), they sing and say the Mass according to the rite, 
manner, and norm, which through this Missal We now hand down; nor pre-
sume to add or recite in the celebration of the Mass other ceremonies or pray-
ers, other than those which are contained in this Missal. And, by Apostolic au-
thority, by the tenor of these Presents, We likewise forever vouchsafe and grant 
that they completely follow henceforth this very Missal in singing or saying 
Mass in whichever Church without any scruple of conscience, or fear of incur-
ring any penalty, sentence or censure, and be able and prevail to freely and law-
fully employ it. We similarly establish and declare that neither Bishops, Admin-
istrators, Canons, Chaplains, and other Priests called by whatever name, secular 
or regular of whichever Order, be otherwise obliged to the celebration of the 
Mass except in the way which We have established; nor be compelled and co-
erced by anyone to change this Missal, or these present Letters be at any time 
revoked or modified, but that these remain always firm and valid in their vig-
our. 
 5.  All things set beforehand, and Apostolic constitutions and ordinances, 
and general and special constitutions and ordinances published by Provincial 
and Synodal Councils, and usage (established by very ancient and immemorial 
prescription, except those more than two hundred years), statutes, and customs 
of the aforesaid Church to the contrary notwithstanding. On the contrary, We 
will and, by the same authority, We decree that, after the publication of this 
Our constitution and Missal, those Priests who are in the Roman Curia, after 
one month; those indeed who are south of the Alps, after three months; and 
those who live beyond the Alps, after six months, or the soonest that this Missal 
be available to them for sale, are obliged to sing or say Mass according to it. 
 6.  Wherefore, in order that in all places of the earth this [Missal] be pre-
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served incorrupt and purged of faults and errors, We, by Apostolic authority 
and by similar others, with the tenor of these Presents, exercise authority upon 
all publishers dwelling in Our dominion or in a dominion mediately or immedi-
ately subject to the Holy Roman Church, under the pain of confiscation of 
books and a fine of one hundred gold ducats, payable ipso facto to the Apostolic 
Treasury; and upon others, as well, located in whichever part of the world, un-
der the pain of excommunication latae sententiae, and other punishments of 
Our judgment: that they in no way dare or presume to print, or propose to 
print, or receive for printing [a copy of the Missal], without Our license or spe-
cial permit to this effect from the Apostolic Commissary to be established by Us 
in those other parts, and unless full faith first had been made by the same Com-
missary to the same publisher that an exemplar of the Missal, from which the 
standard of other Missals to be published by this same publisher shall be re-
ceived, is found to have been compared against the Missal printed according to 
a large type in Rome, and to be in concordance with it and to absolutely show 
no discrepancy in any way from it. 
 7.  Accordingly, since it would be difficult for these present Letters to be 
sent to every place of the Christian world, and likewise for notice to be borne at 
the soonest time, We direct that these be published and posted as usual on the 
doors of the Basilica of the Prince of the Apostles, and of the Apostolic Chan-
cery, and on the street at Campo de’ Fiori, and absolutely the same undoubted 
faith (which be given to these Presents) everywhere and in every nation be ac-
corded to copies of these same Letters likewise printed and undersigned by the 
hand of a public notary, as well as stamped with the seal of a person constituted 
in ecclesiastic dignity, if these [copies] be displayed or exhibited. 
 Therefore, it is not lawful for any man to diminish this notice of Our permis-
sion, statute, ordinance, command, precept, concession, indult, declaration, 
will, decree, and prohibition, or with reckless boldness contradict it. Whosoever 
shall dare attempt this, let him know that he is to incur the indignation of God 
almighty, and of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. 
 Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, in the year of the Incarnation of the Lord 
1570, on the day before the ides of July, the fifth year of Our Pontificate. 
 

CÉSAR GROLIER, Secretary 
HUGO CUMYN, Secretary 

 
 In the year 1570 from the Nativity of the Lord, indiction 13, on the 19th day of the month of 
July, the fifth year of the Pontificate of Our Most Holy Father and Lord in Christ Pius V, Pope 
by Divine Providence, the abovementioned Letters were published and posted on the doors of 
the Basilica of the Prince of the Apostles, and of the Apostolic Chancery, and on the street of the 
Campo de’ Fiori, as is of custom, by us Giovanni Andrea Rogerio and Philibert Chapuis, Mes-
sengers. 

SCIPIONE DE’ OTTAVIANI, Postmaster 
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