
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We are led with the zeal of pious care that, exerting Our self to look after the 
interests of decorum and reverence, We may keep whatever vanity and especial-
ly whatever musical piece and orchestration, with which is mixed that which is 
indecorous or foreign to ecclesiastical ceremony, not without offence to the Di-
vine Majesty and scandal to Christ’s faithful and impediment to devotion and to 
the elevation of hearts to lofty things, far away from the divine praises and the 
prayer of established Churches and Oratories of Our dear City, wherefrom 
spring forth examples of good deeds to all parts of the world. 
 1.  Therefore, from the counsel of Our Venerable Brethren Cardinals of the 
Holy Roman Church and of Our Beloved Sons of the Roman Curia, Prelates of 
the Congregation for the Affairs of the Apostolic Visitation instituted by Us, We 
prohibit each and every Archpriest and his Vicar and Chapter, and Canon and 
Prefect with Choir of any Church and Basilica, even Patriarchal, as well as Prel-
ate, Superior, Rector, Administrator, Custodian, Guardian, and other Official, 
be he known by any name, of any Monastery of both sexes, House, Convent, 
and College, both secular and regular, and Congregation, Confraternity, Arch-
confraternity, Hospital, Archhospital, and pious place, even lay, of the said City, 
with Apostolic authority, in the tenor of these Presents, under the pain of ex-
communication latae sententiae, as well as income deprivation for one month 
and suspension, respectively, from Office, that in their Churches and Oratories, 
while the Divine Offices are celebrated, or when the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the Eucharist is left exposed, they not permit anything whatsoever to be sung, 
except those words, which are prescribed by the Roman Breviary or the Roman 
Missal in the proper or in the common Office for whichever current feast or so-
lemnity of a Saint for that day, or which had been taken from Sacred Scriptures 
or from the Holy Fathers, which nevertheless should be approved first by the 
Congregation of Our Venerable Brethren Cardinals of the same Holy Roman 
Church placed in charge of Sacred Rites, excepting those forms which imitate 
dances and melodies rather profane than ecclesiastical. 
 2.  Wherefore, that this may be more exactly kept, We enjoin Superiors and 
Officials, and others aforementioned, to whom this concerns, under the same 
penalties, that they not receive Prefects of Music into such duty, or, if already 
received, not readmit in the future, unless with an oath sworn by them before-
hand concerning the observance of these present Letters: should they refuse 
such oath, let them be punished as perjurers, even corporally, by Our Beloved 
Son and pro tempore Vicar General of the current Roman Pontiff in matters 
spiritual in the aforesaid City, and remain forever deprived of the exercise of 
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this Office, without hope of readmission, which can be granted by nobody gift-
ed with any authority whatsoever, even by someone requesting a special expres-
sion, except by Us and by the Roman Pontiffs Our Successors. 
 3.  Decreeing these very Letters to exist and to be always firm, valid, and ef-
ficacious, and not to be annotated or impugned at any time by any vice of sub-
reption or obreption or nullity or of Our intention, or by any defect whatsoever 
from whichever onset, or by any cause, even those worthy of special mention; 
but let these exist to be inviolately observed by everyone (to whom this con-
cerns and for the time being shall concern) of any state, rank, order, dignity, 
condition whatsoever. And to be bound to be defined and adjudged in this man-
ner, and not otherwise as in the matters set beforehand, by any ordinary and 
appointed Judge whatsoever, even by any Auditor of cases in the Apostolic Pal-
ace, and by any Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, even Legates a latere, and 
any other person whatsoever performing, and about to perform, any authority 
and power whatsoever, with the faculty and authority to adjudge and interpret 
otherwise offered to each and every one of them; and let it be void and worth-
less, should it come to be attempted by anyone knowingly or unknowingly by 
any authority whatsoever 
 4.  Notwithstanding the extent of the rule about not removing a desired law; 
and other rules of Ours and of the Apostolic Chancery, and Constitutions and 
Ordinances, Apostolic and even Conciliar, as well as of any Church, Basilica, 
Monastery, Convent, College, House, Confraternity, Archconfraternity, Hospi-
tal, Archhospital, and pious place of the like whatsoever, as well as of any Or-
der, Congregation, Society, and Institute whatsoever; and any other statute or 
custom whatsoever, confirmed by oath, Apostolic confirmation, or by any other 
confirmation whatsoever; privileges likewise, indults, and Apostolic Letters, in 
general or in kind, or at another time, by any manner whatsoever, granted, con-
firmed and many times renewed contrary to the above. Each and every one of 
these—those of these having tenors instead of those fully and sufficiently intro-
duced and expressed in these Presents, with these at another time to endure in 
their vigour, We do hereby, for the effect of those set beforehand, for this time 
only, specifically and expressly derogate—and other things to the contrary not-
withstanding. 
 5.  We will as well that the present Letters be published by one or by some 
of Our Messengers on the doors of the Church of Saint John Lateran, and of the 
Basilica of the Prince of the Apostles, and on the street at Campo de’ Fiori, and 
their copies, even printed, be posted there as well, which thus published and 
posted, may equally curtail and weaken each and every thing that they mix to-
gether, and as though they had been personally narrated to each one of them. 
And that the same complete faith (which be given to these very Presents) in 
judgment and beyond, be accorded to transcripts of these same Presents, even 
printed, set with the hand of a public Notary, and stamped with the seal of a 
person constituted in ecclesiastic dignity, if these (transcripts) be exhibited or 
displayed. 
 Given in Rome, at Saint Mary Major, beneath the Fisherman’s Ring, on the 
23rd day of April 1657, the third year of Our Pontificate. 
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 In the year 1657 from the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, indiction 10, the third year of 
the Pontificate of Our Most Holy Father and Lord in Christ, Alexander VII, Pope by Divine 
Providence, indeed on the 5th day of May, the aforesaid Constitution was posted and published 
on the doors of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, and on the doors of the Basilica of the Prince 
of the Apostles, and on the street at the Campo de’ Fiori, by me, Andrea Castruccio, Apostolic 
Messenger. 

On behalf of the Lord Postmaster, GIUSEPPE MARCHERATO, Messenger 
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